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The Ultimate Guide to Adding an ADU to Your Property 

 

Overview 

 

San Diego’s real estate market is primed for ADUs, offering homeowners a valuable 
opportunity to increase property value, create rental income, and maximize their 
property’s potential. This guide explores the top reasons to consider an ADU, 
presents market growth data, and includes customer testimonials to showcase the 
value JustADUs.com can bring to your investment. 
 

Introduction 

 

An Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) is a valuable addition to any property, and recent 
shifts in California’s legislation have made it easier than ever to add one to your San 
Diego home. From boosting property values to generating rental income, ADUs offer 
a range of benefits for both homeowners and the community. In this article, we’ll 
dive into the specific advantages of adding an ADU, backed by growth charts, 
expert insights, and testimonials. 

 

Property Value Growth Chart 

 

To illustrate the financial benefits, here is a growth chart that shows the average 
increase in property value for homes with ADUs in California, highlighting San 
Diego’s rapid growth: 
 
“We wanted a home office and a rental unit; our ADU meets both needs. We couldn’t 
be happier!” – James, homeowner in Del Mar. 
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While ADUs have been permitted all throughout the region, the City of San 
Diego represents the most significant share at 47% of total permitted units 
between 2018 and 2023, followed by unincorporated San Diego County at 14%, 
and Encinitas at 6%. 
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Overall, coastal cities hold the greatest share of permitted ADUs. This includes 
Central San Diego and North County Coastal subregions. 
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Top 15 Reasons to Add an ADU to Your Property 

 

1. Increase Your Property Value 

 

Adding an ADU is one of the most effective ways to increase your property’s market 
value. According to real estate experts, properties with ADUs in San Diego experience 
up to a 20-30% increase in value, making it a smart investment. 

 

2. Generate Passive Income 

 

An ADU provides an immediate income source through long-term rental or short-
term vacation rentals, which is particularly lucrative in San Diego’s thriving rental 
market. Many homeowners find that rental income helps cover mortgage payments 
or provides a comfortable passive income stream. 

 

3. Create Flexible Living Spaces 

 

With an ADU, you have the flexibility to provide a separate living area for family 
members, guests, or renters. This flexibility is increasingly important for 
multigenerational families, young professionals, and retirees looking to downsize 
without leaving their family property. 

 

4. Capitalize on San Diego’s Favorable ADU Legislation 

 

California has relaxed many restrictions around ADUs, and San Diego is one of the 
best cities to take advantage of these changes. This favorable legal landscape 
reduces permitting costs and allows faster construction, which translates to quicker 
returns on investment. 
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5. Increase Sustainability and Eco-Friendliness 

 

An ADU can be designed with sustainable materials and energy-efficient features, 
reducing environmental impact. From solar panels to green building materials, an 
eco-friendly ADU contributes to a more sustainable future. 

 

6. Enhance Your Property’s Curb Appeal 

 

Well-designed ADUs add architectural interest to your property, which not only 
enhances curb appeal but can also make your home stand out in the 
neighborhood. JustADUs.com offers customizable floorplans to ensure your ADU 
complements your main residence. 

 

7. Build a Home Office or Creative Space 

 

Many homeowners in San Diego are turning ADUs into dedicated home offices, art 
studios, or other specialized spaces. With a separate area dedicated to work or 
hobbies, an ADU offers both peace and productivity without needing to leave home. 

 

8. Reduce Housing Costs for Family Members 

 

An ADU can serve as an affordable living option for aging parents, adult children, or 
other family members, helping reduce overall housing expenses. This setup allows 
family members to live independently while staying close by. 

“We love the flexibility our ADU gives us. It’s perfect for when family visits but also 
helps us earn rental income.” – Michael, homeowner in La Jolla. 
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9. Optimize Your Property Investment 

 

Building an ADU increases the utility of your property by maximizing its space. 
Instead of leaving your backyard underutilized, an ADU creates a functional space 
that adds value both practically and financially. 

 

10. Strengthen Your Community 

 

By adding an ADU, homeowners contribute to solving San Diego’s housing crisis, 
offering more housing options within established neighborhoods. This fosters a 
sense of community and allows people from various economic backgrounds to find 
suitable housing. 

 

11. Benefit from Tax Deductions 

 

Homeowners who rent out their ADUs can often claim tax deductions related to 
property maintenance, utilities, and other expenses. Consult with a tax professional 
to fully understand the potential tax benefits of owning an income-generating ADU. 

 

12. Improve Your Retirement Income 

 

For retirees, an ADU can provide a significant boost to retirement income. Renting 
out the ADU can create a reliable monthly income stream that helps cover 
retirement costs, enabling homeowners to enjoy a more comfortable lifestyle. 
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13. Enjoy Versatile Use for Future Generations 

 

An ADU provides a space that can be repurposed over time. Whether it becomes a 
future home for children or a retirement retreat, ADUs offer the flexibility to meet 
changing needs for generations. 
 
“Building an ADU with JustADUs.com was the best decision we made for our 
property. It adds so much value and versatility.” – Emily, homeowner in Carlsbad. 

 

14. Take Advantage of Low-Interest Financing Options 

 

With rising demand, financing options for ADUs have become more accessible and 
affordable. Many financial institutions in San Diego offer low-interest loans and 
mortgage options specifically designed for ADU construction. 

 

15. Boost Your Property’s Appeal in San Diego’s Competitive Market 

 

San Diego’s housing market is competitive, and having an ADU can make your 
property more appealing to prospective buyers. Whether for immediate rental 
income or future family use, potential buyers see an ADU as an attractive feature, 
giving your property an edge in the market. 

“JustADUs.com made the process simple and stress-free. Our ADU generates 
enough rental income to cover our mortgage!” – Sarah, homeowner in Pacific 
Beach. 
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Photographs of ADU Projects 
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Floorplans 
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 “JustADUs.com was so professional and attentive to our design needs. Our ADU is 
beautiful and already paying for itself!” – Lisa, homeowner in San Diego. 
 

Adding an ADU to your property in San Diego can unlock significant financial and 
practical benefits. JustADUs.com offers expert design and construction services to 
make the process as seamless as possible. With our expertise, you’ll gain a versatile, 
high-quality ADU that meets your needs and enhances your property’s value. 

 

Contact us today and see how JustADUs.com can help make your dream come 
true! 

justADUs.com 
info@justadus.com 
619-675-3435 

 


